Small renal oncocytoma with central cystic degeneration.
A case of a small renal oncocytoma with central cystic degeneration, 15 mm in diameter, is reported. Contrast-enhanced computed tomography showed the tumor contained a central hypoattenuating region and had an irregular, heterogeneously enhanced wall. Magnetic resonance images showed a well-circumscribed lesion and the T(1)-weighted image indicated medium signal intensity, whereas the T(2)-weighted image indicated slight hypointensity. Both T(1)- and T(2)-weighted images showed central hyperintensity. Our preoperative diagnosis was renal cell carcinoma originating in a renal cyst wall or cystic renal cell carcinoma. Nephrectomy was performed because frozen-section examination did not completely rule out malignancy. The final pathological diagnosis of the entire surgical specimen was renal oncocytoma with cystic degeneration. To our knowledge, this is the 14th case of renal oncocytoma with central cystic degeneration reported in the published works. We discuss herein the variant forms of oncocytoma and difficulties with their preoperative diagnosis, especially when the tumor is small.